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Mr. Speaker, somewhere across 

America, right now or later tonight, a 
tone is going to go off. That tone is 
going to go off, and a husband or a 
wife, a son or a daughter is going to re-
spond. They are going to get out of 
their beds. They are going to get out of 
their workplaces. They are going to re-
spond. 

They are going to go to a place of 
danger, a place to help, a place, from 
their heart, to do something they want 
to do. 

I remember that tone, for I used to 
answer that tone at Hollingsworth Vol-
unteer Fire Department in Banks 
County. When you hear the tone go off, 
you go out not knowing what you may 
face or whether you will come home or 
not. 

I am so pleased to stand in support, 
Mr. Speaker, of H.R. 3979, sponsored by 
Congressman BARLETTA, because it 
takes at least part of the uncertainty 
out of other things in life, when all 
these men and women want to do is to 
serve the community. 

By taking this uncertainty out and 
not counting them as full-time employ-
ees, it gives those volunteer personnel 
and their chiefs less to worry about. In-
stead, they are able to spend more time 
making sure they are doing what all 
these great Americans want to be 
doing, and that is to serve their com-
munities. 

The West Jackson Fire Department 
in my district is really frightfully 
scared of this rule because it is going 
to cost them more than they can af-
ford. 

So all I ask is for the bipartisanship 
that has been shown here today. And, 
for those watching, when the tone goes 
off, the brave men and women of our 
country respond. What they don’t need 
is to have a tone go off from Wash-
ington that puts them in further jeop-
ardy. 

Mr. LEVIN. I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. At this time, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. BARR). 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, today, the 
House has the chance to more perma-
nently establish in law a provision that 
firefighters across Kentucky’s 6th Dis-
trict have told me is vital to their abil-
ity to continue protecting our commu-
nities. 

The Protecting Volunteer Fire-
fighters and Emergency Responders 
Act will simply ensure, once and for 
all, that these departments will not 
fall victim to the costly employer man-
date in ObamaCare. 

Over 90 percent of Kentucky’s fire de-
partments are either fully or mostly 
volunteer. Fire chiefs have told me 
that they do not have the resources to 
provide the health benefits mandated 
by ObamaCare’s employer mandates to 
these brave and selfless volunteers who 
have no expectation of receiving such 
benefits or receive their benefits 
through other lines of work. 

I remain committed to replacing 
ObamaCare with reforms that will ac-

tually lower the cost of health care 
without jeopardizing the safety of our 
communities. As an original cosponsor, 
I am pleased to help introduce this 
critical legislation. 

I commend Congressman BARLETTA 
for introducing it, and I urge my col-
leagues to vote in favor of this critical 
legislation. 

Mr. LEVIN. I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. I am pleased to 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS). 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank my colleague LOU 
BARLETTA from Pennsylvania for intro-
ducing this commonsense piece of leg-
islation. 

b 1730 
As we see, this is another unintended 

consequence of ObamaCare. I have re-
ceived a letter from one of my volun-
teer fire departments just a few 
months ago that talked about this bill, 
and it said that the provision that is 
hurting our firefighters could be dev-
astating to fire departments. Many vol-
unteer fire departments rely upon local 
donations and fundraisers to fund their 
basic operations. The addition of a re-
quirement to provide health insurance 
would present a serious financial chal-
lenge to them. Some departments have 
taken steps to reduce staffing levels 
and shifts in order to fall under the 50 
FTE and 30-hours-worked threshold, 
which reduces the fire department’s 
baseline emergency response capabili-
ties. 

I would like to thank Staunton, Illi-
nois’ fire chief for the fire protection 
district in Staunton, Rick Haase, for 
sending me this letter, and I would 
urge my colleagues to support this 
piece of legislation. 

Mr. LEVIN. I just want to close by 
stating—it can be done very briefly— 
the importance of this legislation. I 
think we have heard eloquent testi-
mony to it, and I hope we can proceed 
on a bipartisan basis, as has been true 
before. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. BRADY of Texas. In closing, I 

would like to reference the title of this 
bill, Protecting Volunteer Firefighters 
and Emergency Responders. Democrats 
and Republicans coming together 
today are here to make sure that is the 
law of the land. We are protecting our 
volunteer firefighters and emergency 
responders. This bill deserves our sup-
port, and I urge its passage. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my good 

friend, Mr. LARSON, for being such a champion 
for our volunteer firefighters and first respond-
ers. 

Mr, Speaker, I rise today in strong support 
of the Protecting Volunteer Firefighters and 
Emergency Responders Act. 

I’m proud to cosponsor this bipartisan bill 
with Mr. BARLETTA. 

This bill makes a sensible fix to the Afford-
able Care Act that protects volunteer fire-
fighters and first responders in Connecticut 
and across the country. 

I heard concerns from fire chiefs in my dis-
trict—including Chief Jack Casner from my 
hometown of Cheshire—that the IRS may in-
correctly count volunteers as employees. 

We rely on hundreds of volunteer firefighters 
to keep our community safe. 

These men and women are proud to volun-
teer—and do a terrific job. 

And so, with my colleagues, I immediately 
expressed their concerns to the Obama Ad-
ministration. 

This bipartisan bill codifies important clari-
fications. . . 

and shows that we can work together—as 
Democrats and Republicans—to make the Af-
fordable Care Act work better for the American 
people. 

I urge my colleagues to join us in supporting 
H.R. 3979. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BRADY) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 3979, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE CHAKA FATTAH, MEM-
BER OF CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable CHAKA 
FATTAH, Member of Congress: 

MARCH 10, 2014. 
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER, 
Speaker, 
Washington, DC. 

MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you for-
mally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules of 
the House of Representatives, that I have re-
ceived a subpoena, issued by the United 
States District Court for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania, for certain documents 
from my Congressional Offices. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined under Rule 
VIII that the subpoena seeks some informa-
tion that is not material and relevant, and 
that is not ‘‘consistent with the privileges 
and rights of the House.’’ Accordingly, I in-
tend to move to quash the subpoena to that 
extent, but to otherwise comply with the 
subpoena to the extent that it is material 
and relevant, and to the extent that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with 
the precedents and privileges of the House. 

Sincerely, 
CHAKA FATTAH, 
Member of Congress. 

f 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COM-
MISSION PROCESS REFORM ACT 
OF 2013 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
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